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Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to my friend Frederick C. Jones,
Sr. as he is retiring from state government.

He most recently was the Project Supervisor
of Vocational Rehabilitation Services at South
Carolina State Hospital. His duties included
coordinating and implementing Vocational Re-
habilitation services for seriously mentally ill
patients within inpatient and community based
mental health programs. He has been involved
in Vocational Rehabilitation for much of his ca-
reer, along with work with juveniles.

Mr. Jones is a life member of National Re-
habilitation Association, a member of Profes-
sional Staff Association, SCVR, a member of
the Action Council for Cross Cultural Studies,
chairman of the Membership Committee of
Capital City Club, and a member of St. John
Baptist Church, in Hopkins South Carolina. He
is best known to Columbians and South Caro-
linians as the manager of the ‘‘Friends Band’’
and for the musical accompanyment of his
lovely wife Bunny.

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join with me in
wishing my friend Frederick C. Jones, Sr. a
fulfilling retirement.
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Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, it is generally
recognized that the great drop in the national
crime rate is due mostly to changes in the de-
ployment of police officers and in the adoption
of new attitudes with respect to police and
community partnerships. No police and law
enforcement leader in America has done more
to advance these approaches and methods
than Assistant Chief Patrick D. Brennan, one
of New York’s and Brooklyn’s finest. On the
occasion of the retirement of Chief Brennan
we wish to express our gratitude and appre-
ciation for his many years of service. I have
met him at many late night community meet-
ings and I know that Assistant Chief Brennan
deserves the rest he will be able to get after
retirement. On behalf of the constituents of the
11th Congressional District I salute Patrick D.
Brennan as a POINT-OF-LIGHT for all Amer-
ica.

Assistant Chief Patrick D. Brennan, who is
retiring after serving as the commanding Offi-
cer of Patrol Borough Brooklyn South, began
his career with the New York City Police De-
partment as a patrolman for the 84th Precinct
in September 1965. Before achieving the rank
of Assistant Chief in July 1997, he was pro-
moted to Sergeant in May 1973; Lieutenant in
March 1984; Captain in December 1987; Dep-
uty Inspector in May 1993; Inspector in Octo-
ber 1994; and Deputy Chief in August 1995.
Assistant Chief Brennan has served as the
Commanding Officer of the 5th, 72nd, 84th

and 90th Precincts, as well as the Criminal
Justice Bureau. He has served as the Com-
manding Officer of the 5th and 70th Precincts
and 72nd Precinct Detective squad. Before
joining the New York City Police Department,
Assistant Chief Brennan received a Bachelor
of Science Degree from John Jay College.

Throughout his career, Assistant Chief Bren-
nan has been supported by his wife, Monica,
for 35 years. They are the proud parents of six
children: Maureen, Tara Ann, Martin, Dermott,
John and Patrick.

Mr. Speaker, Brooklyn has encountered
many problems involving the police within the
last five years. Some very dramatic cases
have received national attention. We must all
strive to maintain a balanced perspective and
continue to understand that the great majority
of our police officers are productive and dedi-
cated citizens. From the ranks of law enforce-
ment we also repeatedly see the emergence
of outstanding leaders like this one. Assistant
Chief Patrick D. Brennan is an outstanding
POINT-OF-LIGHT whose career can inspire all
Americans.
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Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize and congratulate an exceptional
young man, Reginal Ryan of Itasca, Texas,
which is in my 11th Congressional District.
Reginal recently won the AMVET’s American-
ism state level competition for ninth graders
with a strong and moving essay entitled ‘‘My
Favorite American Hero.’’

Reginal is a 15-year-old sophomore at
Itasca High School. His accomplishment is all
the more extraordinary considering that late
last year he was living on the streets in Austin,
Texas. However, he now lives in the Pres-
byterian Orphans Home in Itasca where he
spends time putting together prize winning es-
says.

His prize for winning the AMVET’s contest is
an all expense paid trip to Valley Forge,
Penn., to visit the Freedoms Foundation.
Members of AMVET’s Post 72 in Hillsboro
were so moved by his essay that they took up
an additional collection to finance a trip to
Washington, D.C. While in Washington,
Reginal’s wish to visit the Tomb of the Un-
known Soldier and pay his respects was ful-
filled.

I ask members to join me in congratulating
this special young man for his accomplish-
ment. I would also like to share his essay with
the members.

MY FAVORITE AMERICAN HERO

(By Reginal Ryan)

My favorite American hero does not have a
name, but I assure you he is real in many
ways. Everyone remembers and knows what
he did for our country and how he gives his
life for others with devotion. He has shown
commitment in many examples of his com-
passion as in the many wars in which he has
fought such as World War I and World War II
and even Vietnam.

My favorite American hero represents the
heart of our country, because he is the com-
mon American. When called to serve, he is
always ready and willing to protect his coun-
try by fighting in strange and foreign lands
far away from home, away from friends and
family with no assurance that he would ever
return to them. Nevertheless, it was impor-
tant for him to go to ensure that the free-
dom of America would be preserved.

My favorite American hero is visited by
many people each year. They are always
quiet and reverent in his presence. Flowers
are often presented to him. The visitors
come from all across America, and many
shed a few tears as they leave because he
may be their hero, too. It is the common
thread that links and unites all Americans.

Because he is a true hero, he is the most
likely to come to my mind. Symbolically, he
stands for all the freedom fighters we have
today in America. His efforts have allowed
me and all Americans to continue to exercise
all rights as a citizen of the United States.
He has helped to preserve my life, my lib-
erties, and my pursuit of happiness.

I hope by now that everyone who reads
this, knows that my favorite American hero
is the ‘‘Unknown Soldier.’’ It matters not
that he does not have a specific name. What
matters is that he stands for every soldier
who has ever fought to keep our nation free.
This gift is the greatest gift America can re-
ceive—the gift of freedom. I hope someday I
get to pay my respects at the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier.
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Mr. ROGAN. Mr. Speaker, this past Sunday,

my family and I joined millions across the
country to celebrate Flag Day. With its pas-
sage, I would like to share with my colleagues
the story of one of my constituents.

Vito Cannella was born in Italy and later
naturalized as an American citizen. He is a
lifelong public servant, dedicated to serving
our community and our nation. As a public of-
ficial in Los Angeles County, he is committed
to working to share the benefits of his adopted
homeland with his neighbors. His patriotism is
a lesson for us all.

Upset by anti-government protests and civil
unrest during the 1960’s, Vito joined with Bill
Bailey, an old friend, and set about preserving
and defending our most precious national em-
blem: The American flag. In 1966, the two
Montrose, California residents worked with
local civic groups to convince our former col-
league H. Allen Smith to introduce and suc-
cessfully pass House Joint Resolution 763.
With its passage, the week surrounding Flag
Day was thereafter dedicated national Flag
Week. Sadly, this holiday has been quietly
omitted from news stories ever since. It is my
hope that this will change.

Mr. Speaker, the Stars and Stripes are a
noble symbol of our republic. As we stand in
this chamber, we rise before this bold symbol
of our freedom. As we engage in debate with
our colleagues on the other side of the aisle,
we should take pride in our right of dissension.
And as we work to shape policy affecting our
children, we should be ever mindful of those
who sacrificed so much for this right. We
honor all these by recognizing Flag Week.
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